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 ABSTRACT : The present study entitled “gender difference in aggressive behaviour of
adolescents” was undertaken in the Ludhiana district of Punjab. The study was designed to
compare aggressive behaviour of adolescent boys and girls across low and middle socio-economic
strata. The sample comprised of 400 adolescents (200 boys and 200 girls) of the age group 13-
17 years equally distributed over two different socio-economic strata i.e. low and middle (200
LSES and 200 MSES). Socio-economic status scale by Bharadwaj and Buss- Durkee aggression
scale by Sultania, was used in this research study. Gender differentials revealed that adolescent
boys were more assaultive, negative and verbally aggressive than adolescent girls, while girls
were more suspicious than boys. Low socio-economic status boys outnumbered girls in expression
of negative behaviour and verbal aggression. In middle socio-economic status boys are more
assaultive than girls while girls are more irritative and suspicious than boys. Mean difference
showed boys exceed girls in showing assaultive behaviour, negativism and expression of verbal
aggressive while girls were more suspicious than boys. Two way interaction involving socio-
economic status and gender in different dimensions of aggression showed boys with low socio-
economic status had nearly same intensity of negativism as girls with middle socio-economic
status followed by boys with middle socio-economic status. The lowest level of negativism was
found in girls with low socio-economic status.
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